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Undergraduates and Alumni stop the Homecoming Parade for the SigEp Cheer!

Bowers ’78, Seizert ’74, Springer ’52,Thurber ’52
To Be Honored at 8th Alumni/Senior Dinner

S igEps will gather on Thursday,
April 24th at the Spaghetti
Warehouse for the 8th annual

Alumni/Senior Dinner. Cocktail hour
is at 6:00 P.M., with dinner at 7:00. 

Dr. Tom Bowers will receive the
Volunteer Excellence Award and Jerry
Seizert will receive the Career Achieve-
ment Award. 

The Ohio Iota Alumni Board is
instituting a new award this year called
the Founder’s Circle Award. This new
recognition is to honor those members
of Chi Beta Chi and Sigma Phi Epsilon
who have served loyally for many years
to maintain relationships among the
brothers and to continue the mantle 
of leadership that has been the major
hallmark of the organization since 

its inception. Two men have been
selected as this year’s honorees.

Richard L. Springer ’52 has been
continually active in fraternity work
throughout his professional life. He
has been an active XBX alumnus,
returning often to Toledo, and has
served loyally with the SigEp chapter 
at Johns Hopkins in an active alumni
role. Brother Springer and his wife
have also established the Richard L.
and Gail Springer Sigma Phi Epsilon
Leadership Fund for Ohio Iota chap-
ter members to help defray costs of
sending brothers to Conclave, Carlson
Leadership Academies and other lead-
ership programs throughout the coun-
try.

Donald N. Thurber ’52 is honored

Cheers for ’07
Homecoming!

S igEps gathered from far and 
wide this past Fall to celebrate
Homecoming 2007. A reception

was held at the chapter house in the
Greek Village on Friday night with sev-
eral recent alums returning to see the
changes in the house and to meet the
26 new brothers this Fall! The weather
Saturday was just perfect for the annu-
al Parade Viewing Party at Tim ’82 and
Sarah ’83 Croak’s house. Many alumni
gathered with their families to watch
the SigEp float make its way down the
street and stop the parade to do the
fraternity cheer. Undergraduates and
alumni alike filled the street to do the
familiar cheer, much to the delight of
the large crowd! A cookout ensued 

at the house for alumni and under-
graduate parents where tours were
conducted of a very clean house (just

in time for parents). Thanks to all 
the alumni who returned to the 
many Homecoming events.

for his continued work to maintain
XBX records and contacts throughout
his career. He treasure store of XBX
and early Sig Ep memorabilia is
remarkable and his persistence in
maintaining contact with brothers over
the years has helped us in great meas-
ure. Don is best known professionally
as the author of the D’Nealian Manu-
script Alphabet which is used in school
systems throughout the United States.

In addition, the recent graduates
of Ohio Iota will be welcomed into the
alumni ranks. The dinner cost is $20,
payable at the door with a cash bar. To
RSVP, call Ron Binder at 419-787-8191.
Make plans to join your brothers for
fellowship and to honor two out-
standing alumni!



Dear Brothers,
As alumni of the Ohio Iota 
SigEp Chapter you can be justly

proud of the current undergraduate
chapter. They continue the tradition of
excellence on campus, in academics,
and in intramural athletics and com-
munity service. This past fall they
maintained a 3.199 GPA with an 80
man chapter, ranking number one for
all fraternities. They continue to domi-
nate intramurals and are at or near the
top in community service activities.
This past fall they selected a 27 man
new member class and have plans for
another 20 new men this spring.

As alumni from this chapter we
hope that you know that Ohio Iota has
more men serving on Sig Ep boards
and as chapter counselors throughout
the country than almost any other
chapter. Interested? Just let us know
and we will put you in contact with the
people that can make it happen. You
did not just join a fraternity for just
your college years – it is a lifetime
experience, and your service will be
greatly appreciated.

Nationally Sig Ep has developed a
group of training modules for alumni
volunteers. Just go to the Sig Ep
national website www.sigep.org and
click on alumni and volunteers and
then training resources and see the
modules which include: Sig Ep Today,
Volunteer Leadership, Mentoring,
Goal Setting, Member Development,
and Recruitment. They take just a
short time to complete, but will help
you to be up-to-date to help out a
chapter near you.

The Ohio Iota Alumni Board has
been very diligent in their efforts to
work with the chapter to assist them in
maintaining a quality presence on the
UT campus. Ted Behnken has report-
ed on the nearly doubling of our
investments over the last decade.
Scholarship donations are at an all
time high, and gifts from each spring’s
solicitation for alumni operations and
chapter support continue at a steady
pace. 

The alumni work hand-in-hand
with the undergraduates to upgrade
the D-1 facility in the McComas
Village. Last spring three couches, end

tables, a large curio cabinet for histori-
cal XBX and SFE items, and a media
cabinet were added and this fall a 60”
flat screen TV was donated by some of
our young alumni. A new library table
was added and hopefully the university
will replace the carpeting for the
entire first floor this year. If there are
any out there who wish to purchase
specific items, please contact
rstjohn@bex.net. Our next major proj-
ect will be to develop the Residential
Learning Community space in the
basement with the faculty fellow office
and a conference room space. Plans
have been completed for the project.

It has been a great pleasure to see
all of the alumni who have returned to
the campus this year for the various
Open Houses sponsored by the chap-
ter, for Homecoming, or just to drop
in to the house to see what is happen-
ing. The visits always seem to include
looking at the composites which date
back to the early ’70s which hang
proudly on the walls of the house. One
project now getting under way is the
refurbishing of the many scrapbooks
that have been done over the years. A
new cabinet to properly store them is
to be built soon in the Residential

Learning Community.
Plans are underway for the

Senior/Alumni Appreciation Dinner
on Thursday, April 24 at the Spaghetti
Warehouse. Four alumni will be hon-
ored for their contributions to the
chapter and to the university commu-
nity at that dinner. The Volunteer
Excellence Award will be awarded to
Dr. Tom Bowers ’00 for his outstanding
service to the Ohio Iota chapter. The
Career Achievement Award will be
awarded to Mr. Jerry Seizert ’00 for his
outstanding contributions to his pro-
fession. Two XBX brothers, Don
Thurber and Richard Springer, will be
the first recipients of the new
Founder’s Circle Award. Mark your cal-
endar now for the Senior/Alumni
Appreciation Dinner to be held on
April 24. More and more alumni are
attending this event each year. We have
returned to the Thursday format at the
request of many alumni who have
attended.

Any Chi Beta Chi or Sig Eps who
have historical items they would like to
donate to the chapter and have dis-
played at the house, please contact me
at rstjohn@bex.net or 419-478-0471.
We are especially looking for a XBX

Alumni & Volunteer Board Perspective

Matt Jank ’85, Matt’s son, and Ted Behnken ’82 enjoy Homecoming 2007!



sweat heart pin and old Sig Ep pins,
sweat heart and mother’s club pins 
and little sister pins and party favors.
Any old trophies that you might have
are also welcome additions to our 
collection.

When you are in the area, please

Ohio Iota Alumni & Volunteer Board 2007-08
BOARD POSITION NAME PHONE(S) E-MAIL & ADDRESS

President Dr. Richard St. John H: 419-478-0471 rstjohn@bex.net
1493 Hagley Road, Toledo, OH 43612

VP - Undrgrad Chapter Housing: Matthew Hagemeyer H: 514-283-7392 mhagemey@hotmail.com
C: 419-283-7392 198 Dundee Ridge Road, Dundee, MI 48131

VP - Member Dev. Programming: John J. Mehler H: 419-386-1395 j.mehler@yahoo.com / john.mehler@bp.com
C: 330-730-5613 5247 Seaman Street, Oregon, OH 43616

VP - Alumni Relations: Dr. Ronald Binder B: 419-409-0731 rbinder@bgnet.bgsu.edu
C: 419-787-8191 18174 Meridian, Grosse Ile, MI  48138

Chapter Counselor: Nathan Konrad H: 419-283-3731 nathan_konrad@hotmail.com

Secretary: Vacant

Treasurer: Ted Behnken C: 419-346-4700 Tedohio100@aol.com
H: 419-898-3377 3523 Kenwood, Toledo. OH 43606

8661 Sand Beach Rd, Oak Harbor, OH 43449

Parents’ Club Representative: David Ferguson H: 419-836-7317 ddfergusonx@bex.net
C: 419-343-8990 7036 Corduroy Road, Oregon, OH 43618

Members-at-Large: Matthew Blecke B: 419-866-2755 Matthew.Blecke@dana.com
C: 419-283-5072 2707 Algonquin Blvd, Toledo, OH 43606

Matthew Jank H: 517-536-4517 mjank@acd.net
C: 517-206-0806 6127 Silkworth Blvd, Jackson, MI 49201

Brent Denny H: 734-529-3053 brent_denny@yahoo.com
C: 419-283-7423 269 Caribou Road, Dundee, MI 48131

Ryan Reiter B: 419-245-1404 ryan.reiter@toledo.oh.gov 
C: 734-717-0828 Park Lane, Toledo, OH 43620

rreiter80@hotmail.com

Richard Schneider H: 248-547-1323 rich_schneider@ameritech.net
C: 248-797-2105 1935 Dorothea Road, Berkley, MI 48072

Gary Hagemeyer (h) 419-865-1471 gary.hagemeyer@kaufmanengsys.com
9131 Monclova Road, Monclova, OH 43542

Academic Adv. & Faculty Fellow Dr. Richard St. John (h) 419-478-0471 rstjohn@bex.net
1493 Hagley Road, Toledo, OH 43612

take the time to drop in to see a great
chapter in operation on the University
of Toledo campus. If not before, see
you at the Senior/Alumni dinner in
April. If you are interested in joining
the alumni board, please contact one
of the current board members to 

place your name on the meeting 
contact list. Additional members are
very welcome.

In the Bonds,
Rick St. John ’63, President, 
Ohio Iota Alumni 

& Volunteer Board



Dear Brothers,
As another year comes to a close at Ohio Iota, I am
pleased to inform you of the numerous accomplish-

ments the chapter has made. Fol-lowing the ideals of the
balanced man, Ohio Iota continues to excel in all aspects of
fraternal and collegiate life. 

Our chapter began a strong fall semester with a recruit-
ment class of 27 men. This new diverse group of leaders,
scholars, and athletes ensures the continuous success of
SigEp at Toledo. With currently 75 undergraduate men, the
chapter remains one of the largest on campus. Con-gratula-
tions to all brothers of SigEp on a great fall recruitment,
with an even stronger one to come in the spring!

On a Scholastic level, we continue to raise the bar. In
the spring of 2007, the chapter rose to an overall GPA of

3.34, which led all of Greek life at Toledo. This accom-
plishment placed the chapter again in Phi Beta Kappa
Wheelhouse and as one of the top scholastic SigEp chapters
in the nation.

SigEps at Toledo continue to be involved and represent
us well in many organizations throughout campus. Most
recently, Brother David Gonzalez was elected as Vice
President of Inter-Fraternal Council. In Blue Key, Brothers
Mathew Bauer and Justin Carr represent SigEp as two of the
top 13 leaders on campus. Brothers Andrew Doughty,
Niketas Katsaros and Justin Carr are all also members of
Mortar Board. Congratulations to those men and all others
who represent Ohio Iota proudly on campus.

Showing that SigEp’s at Toledo are more then just a
sound mind, the brothers took the meaning of sound body

Undergraduate Perspective:

Ohio Iota Continues Strong Presence on UT Campus

New Members for Fall 2007

Ohio Iota is proud to announce 27 new members for Fall 2007. These new members, along with the current
members, take the chapter to over 75! The Alumni & Volunteer Board held their usual welcome dessert for
the new members at the home of Dr. Ron Binder ’83 where the board and undergraduate leaders talked of

their history with SigEp and why they chose to join Ohio Iota. We are excited about these new members and welcome
them to the Ohio Iota SigEp family!

NAME HOMETOWN MAJOR CLASS YEAR

Jason Abbas Perrysburg, Ohio Mechanical Engineering Senior
Craig Barth Strongsville, Ohio Professional Sales/ Marketing Sophomore
Jonathon (Jay) Burkhart Perrysburg, Ohio Mechanical Engineering Freshman
Cameron Caryer Bryan, Ohio Professional Sales Freshman
Bradford (Brad) Davy Brooklyn, Ohio Political Science Sophomore
Erik (Ed) Dickinson Bryan, Ohio Civil Engineering Freshman
Nicholas (Nick) Egtvedt Temperance, Michigan Criminal Justice Freshman
Scott Eickholt VanWert, Ohio Computer Engineering Freshman
Stephen (Steve) Everett Swanton, Ohio Business Freshman
Michael (Mike) Govern Powell, Ohio Pharmacy Freshman
Robert (Rob) Kennedy Middleburg Heights, Ohio Pharmacy Freshman
Kyle Kurivial Bryan, Ohio Professional Sales Freshman
Austin Landers Tiffin, Ohio Middle Childhood Education Freshman
Trent Logan Fremont, Ohio Chemical Engineering Freshman
David Mancini North Royalton, Ohio Pharmacy Freshman
Joseph (Joe) McDiffitt New Washington, Ohio Biology/Pre-Med Freshman
Robert (Rob) McQueen Canton, Ohio Biology/Pre-Med Freshman
Aaron Mills Blue Rock, Ohio Pharmacy Freshman
Andrew Page Sylvania, Ohio Undecided Freshman
Skylar Rohrs Deshler, Ohio Pre-Med Freshman
Andrew Scogin Shreve, Ohio Chemical Engineering Freshman
Andrew Shilling Sylvania, Ohio Education Freshman
Jarred Sigmon Circleville, Ohio Pharmacy Freshman
Jared Sisley Ravenna, Ohio Pharmacy Freshman
Kevin Thomson St. Charles, Illinios Business Adminstration Freshman
Chris Wemp Hilliard, Ohio Mechanical Engineering Technology Sophomore
Caleb Westfall West Unity, Ohio Civil Engineering Freshman



Ohio Iota Undergraduate Officers 2007-08
OFFICER POSITION NAME MAJOR HOMETOWN CLASS YEAR

President Chris Lehmann Finance Gahanna, Ohio Junior

VP of Programming David Gonzalez Communications Amherst, Ohio Sophomore

VP of Finance Dan Ferguson Healthcare Administration Oregon, Ohio Sophomore

VP of Member Development Andrew Gochenour Finance Hilltop, Ohio Sophomore

VP of Recruitment Adam Motycka Finance Convoy, Ohio Sophomore

Chaplain Andrew Doughty Mechanical Engineering Willard, Ohio Junior

VP of Communications Jarred Sigmon Pharmacy Circleville, Ohio Freshman

House Manager Aaron Alt Human Resource Management Delphos, Ohio Senior

Parent’s 
Corner

Parent
Perspective

Dear Parents,
It’s going to be 30 years this spring that most of my
pledge class graduated from UT. Made me think to

try and get a hold all of them and see what they were up
to. I have located and contacted all of the other 11 but
one. Some ended up far away while others stayed close to
Toledo. A couple I still stayed in touch with so it wasn’t
really that hard, while a couple it took some digging and
work to find. I will be sending out a note to all that I
found and maybe try and get them to come to
Homecoming this next year. I recommend that all past
pledge classes take this upon themselves and locate their
fellow pledge class members. This would also help the
chapter update their data base.

Being a Sig Ep and attending UT will help down the
road in life. Sometimes it’s not always what you know
rather than it’s who you know in addition to what you
know.

We have Song Fest coming up on Saturday, April 12th
(Remember we won last year and the chapter will be
defending their title). The next day on Sunday, April 13th
will be a Parent Luncheon, where all members invite their
parents to attend. I enjoyed seeing who my son was a
member with of the greatest fraternity on campus. It
would be nice this year to have each member introduce
themselves, their year, their major, what city they were
from and who their parents are.

As a parent or past brother, come by the House and
see how great the Sig Eps still are.

Sincerely, 
Rich Schneider ’78  248-797-2105 Cell

rich_schneider@ameritech.net  
Parents Representative, Ohio Iota Alumni 

and Volunteer Board

to a new level in the fall. Under the direction of Brother
Mathew Bauer, Ohio Iota transformed Toledo’s Glass
Bowl stadium into an NFL style combine.

This event, now known as “SigEp Combine”, was an
immediate success. Events like the 40-yard dash and
pushup competition challenged brothers to the fullest of
their abilities, while additionally giving recruits the
chance to meet the chapter members.

This fall we continued our philanthropy partnership
with YouthAIDS by hosting its forth-annual “SigEp
Stromboli” night. Over five hundred students and com-
munity members attended the one night event at the
SigEp house. Weeks of hard work by all the brothers
paid off well with our chapter raising over $2,500 dollars
for children with AIDS. 

Just as SigEp challenges its brothers to better them-
selves, likewise Ohio Iota in the last year has been chal-
lenged to better our chapter house. With generous help
from alumni and undergraduate donations, we were able
to get a new large flat screen television on the first floor.
Over the last summer, House Manager Aaron Alt also
remodeled the entire first floor bathroom. Thank you to
everyone who has donated their time and money in
ensuring that our house remains the best on campus. 

The biggest news of the year though, came last sum-
mer in Atlanta. While attending the 50th Grand Chapter
Conclave in Atlanta, Georgia, Ohio Iota took home its
third straight Buchanan Cup, and number seven overall!

This prestigious award is the highest honor for a
chapter. I would like to thank everyone from alumni to
undergraduates who worked to make this happen.
Congratulations Brothers on this distinct honor! Look
for SigEps at Toledo to continue to build on this success
within the coming year. I am extremely excited for the
opportunities and challenges that lay ahead for us at
Ohio Iota.

Fraternally,
Christopher R. Lehmann ’08
Chapter President 



The 18 December 2007 issue of
the Blade reports that Brother Fred
Zimmerman, football (1963-65) star
lineman on both offense and defense
will be one of 10 inducted into the UT
Athletic Hall of Fame. This is the 2008
Varsity "T" Hall of Fame Class.

Zimmerman was selected first-team
All-MAC as a defensive end his senior
season (1965) and was winner of the
Nicholson Award (team MVP in 1965.
Zimmerman was drafted by the AFL’s
Houston Oilers, and the NFL’s Atlanta
Falcons drafter him in 1966. He later
signed with the St. Louis Cardinals.

Based on his study “Windows to

Work” Photovoice study (2006 Journal
of AIDS Education and Prevention,
v18), the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) invited Dr.
Kenneth C. Hergenrather, PhD, CRC
’84 to be a guest speaker at the 2007
National HIV Prevention Conference,
which was held in Atlanta, in early
December. He presented a 90-minute
session entitled “HIV Infection and Re-
Infection Among Persons with
Disabilities: Utilizing Employment as
Prevention.” Brother Hergenrather is
with the Department of Counseling,
Human, and Organi-zational Studies at
George Washington University in
Washington, DC.

Thank You Brothers!
Thanks to our generous brothers we were able to raise $5,330 this year, one of 

our best years ever for Ohio Iota! Of that total, the House Renovation Fund 
netted $1,330, thanks to this first group of brothers listed below:

The annual campaign netted $4,000. These funds are a critical funding source for the alumni 
communications program, Homecoming, Etiquette Dinners and the New Member Desserts. 

Without your generous support, the Alumni & Volunteer Board could not provide these 
programs to our alumni and undergraduates. We appreciate all our donors and say a hearty 

“Well done thy good and faithful servant.” Ohio Iota Annual Campaign Donors:

Scott M. Abrams
Barry Alcock

Walter Barrett
Gerald Bauer
Robert Beat

Lawrence B. Beer
Theodore R. Behnken

Richard Bensman
Thomas Bierly

Bill Bixler
Thomas Bowers
Allen Bressen
James Bruning
Mark Christoff

G Stevens Cowgill
Crestcittelle 

Nicholas Curto
Brian D. Darr

Edward Defraine
Brandt England

Robert Gang
Kenneth Grugel

Gary J Hagemeyer
Richard Hanley

Charles W. Harste
Michael R. Honner
Stephen E. House

James Kent
Albert W Kleine

Thomas Lindhuber
Leslie P. Lipski
Tom Mandula
David Mandula

Lawrence Martin
Harry McGovern

Michael Motil
Eugene Novak

Kenneth J. Orlowski
Peter Pinello

Russell Rankin
Jason Rodriquez

Michael Rodriquez
James E. MD Sander

Scott Scheel
Charles Seawater

Donald L. Springer
Dr. Richard St. John
R. Jeffery Stephens

Doug Taylor
James K. Terry
John Vergiels

David L. Walkowiak
Jerry Walz

James Williams
Philip A. Woolaver

Brent A. Denny
Brian Fisher

Matt Hagemeyer  
Cory Long

Kenneth Miller

Mitchell Rall 
Jason Rodriquez

ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

David Hatcher has just moved
from NC to SC (sort of like moving
fromToledo to Lambertville! His new
address is 1212 Sheldon Brook Lane,
Ft. Mill, SC 29715. His new phone is
704-905-8582, and he can be reached
by e-mail at dhatcher@metlife.com.

Dr. Ron Binder ’83 recently fin-
ished his three-year term on the
Association of Fraternity Advisors
national board and was recently
appointed to a three-year term on the
Associa-tion of Fraternity Advisors
Foundation Board (AFA is a 1,500
member professional association for
those who work with fraternities and



ALUMNI NEWS

The fall 2007 University of Toledo Alumni Magazine can be found on-line at
http://www.alumni.utoledo.edu/pdfs/fall07mag.pdf.

sororities in North America).

Donovan Nichols (BA ’04, MEd
’06) was featured with a full-page story
(below) in the fall 2007 issue of The
University of Toledo Alumni Magazine.
The story, called “Rocket Rebel Excels
in Vegas,” talks about his loyalty to his
alma mater and rekindling the flame
in Las Vegas with other alumni mem-
bers out there. “His office gives him
away: diploma framed with a photo of
the bell tower, Rocky the Rocket doll, 
a UT picture frame….” Donovan was
also honored in the UT Homecoming
Parade on Saturday 6 October, 
representing the UT alumni chapter
that he started in Las Vegas. 

Also featured in the fall issue of
the magazine was Brandt England
(Bus ’87), shown at right. 

IN MEMORIAM

We regret to announce the passing
of David L.Walkowiak, age 64, of
Temperance, Michigan, who died unex-
pectedly on 27 October 2007, in his
home. He was born 11 June 1943, in
Toledo, Ohio, to Stanley L. and Lottie
(Czaplinski) Walkowiak who have pre-
ceded him. David worked for 33 years in
the education system as a school coun-
selor and teacher at Toledo Public
Schools and Owens Community College.
David was preceded in death by his par-
ents, a brother and a sister. He is sur-
vived by a sister, a brother, a nephew, and
many loving and caring friends. 

Thomas G.Todak, of Riverside,
California, who attended Toledo from
1953-55, died on 6 March 2007 at the



Sigma Phi Epsilon
Ohio Iota Alumni Association
Box 350942
Toledo, OH 43635-0942

Mark Your Calendar!

News to Share?
Do you have something exciting going on in your life? 

Got married or retired? Had a reunion with SigEps 

or are planning one? If so, write a short article and 

announce it to your fellow SigEp alumni via our newsletter. 

Please email your information to Ron Binder ’83, 

VP for Alumni Relations, at ronbinder@yahoo.com

Keep In Touch With 
Brothers Electronically!

Subscribe to the Toledo SigEps listserv. 
We will send out periodic news and announcements. 

To subscribe send an email to the following: 
Toledo_Sig_Eps–subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

Check Out the 
SigEp Toledo Web Site

For the latest fraternity news, go to 

www.balancedmen.org

Remember to Designate 
Your UT Gifts!

When making gifts to UT be sure to designate them 
to the SigEp Scholarship Fund, the SigEp Mandula

Scholarship, or the Springer Leadership Fund. These
endowed funds with UT provide undergraduate 
scholarships and leadership grants that help the 
chapter tremendously. The next time you make 

a UT gift, be sure to designate it to SigEp!

Alumni are more than welcome to attend ritual dates. Those
dates are shown at right with chapter meeting to follow, and all 

at the chapter house in the Greek Village by the football stadium.

Friday, March 21 – BBN Ritual - 6:00 PM
Sunday, March 23 – Phi and Epsilon Rituals - TBA

Sunday, April 20 – Epsilon and Brother Mentor Rituals - TBA


